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Superintendent retires; senior high principal to assume position 
 

Superintendent Philip Stevenson will retire next month after 15 years in that position. 

He was a social studies teacher, assistant principal, and principal at Centerville Senior High 

School from 1972 to 2005. 

For his involvement in Eastern Indiana Model Legislature, Mr. Stevenson received 

the Distinguished Hoosier Award. He received the Ball State Outstanding Alumnus Award in 

1983 and four ISTAR Excellence in Teaching Awards. In 2005, Centerville Senior High 

School’s graduating class presented him with the “Visionary Award,” which is given on his 

behalf to a graduating senior each year. 

He has been named the Community In Schools Champion of Education and served as 

president of the CIS Board. He believes that CIS provides students and parents in his 

community with the “wraparound services and support” needed for the best learning 

environment for the children. 

Mr. Stevenson served on the AdvancED/NCA State Council from 2011-2015 and became the chair in 2013. In 

2014, he was selected as the East Central District VI Superintendent of the Year and as the chair for the Ball State University 

Superintendent Study Council. He was awarded the State of Indiana Sagamore of the Wabash by then Governor Mike Pence 

and named the 2016 Wayne County Chamber of Commerce Educator of the Year. 

Mr. Stevenson still plans to sponsor the Eastern Indiana Model Legislature in the fall and “help out with the school 

however I can.” 

One of his fondest memories of his teaching career actually began just prior to beginning his first teaching job. It 

was when Jim Howell hired him just before school started in August 1972. 

“It was the last job opening for a social studies teacher in the area. It was my last opportunity,” he said. 

Dr. Mikel McCoy will assume the position of Superintendent of Centerville-Abington 

Community Schools.  He is a 1992 graduate of Winchester Community High School and earned 

his bachelor’s degree from Ball State University in 1997.  He earned his master’s degree from 

Indiana Wesleyan University and his doctorate (Education Specialist) from Ball State.  

 Dr. McCoy started his teaching career as a junior and senior high math teacher at 

Randolph Central School. After 1½ years in that position, he 

taught ninth grade at Monroe Central Elementary for nine 

years.  In 2008, Dr. McCoy took the assistant principal job 

at Centerville Senior High School.  He served in that position 

for five years and is now concluding his seventh year as the 

principal in the same building.   

Dr. McCoy said he is excited about his new position 

and being able to work with more individuals to continue the Centerville-Abington 

Community Schools tradition of excellence in education.  He believes there are great 

people in the school, community and county who want to provide more opportunities for 

the students at CACS.   

“I look forward to seeing the students in all of the buildings and watching the 

amazing work that is happening in the classrooms throughout the corporation,” he said.  

Dr. McCoy enjoys being outside, hunting, fishing and playing sports.  He and 

his wife, Natalie, have two sons: Eli, 19, and Avery, 16. 

May  2020 

Replacing the high 

school principal 
The high school principal 

position has  been  posted 

and  closes on  May 17.    A 

committee  of  the  central 

office administrator, a 

board member, teachers, a 

counselor  and  office  staff  

will be formed to select the  

best candidate for the job.   

 



 

Teacher retires after 44 years in education 
 

Tom Hamilton, eighth-grade math teacher and a graduate of Centerville High School, 

retires after teaching 44 years in various Wayne County Schools.  Prior to assuming the position 

left by the resignation of his daughter at Centerville Junior High School 2½ years ago, Mr. 

Hamilton taught math at Hagerstown Junior-Senior High school for nearly 40 years.  He also 

taught beginning computer programming in the 1980’s when computers were in their infancy, 

coached the math academic team, and helped run the Tiger Booster and the TEC track meets for 

many years. Mr. Hamilton received Indiana's ISTAR Excellence in Teaching Award in 2002 and 

was named Hagerstown's Teacher of the Year in 2014. 

While at Hagerstown, Mr. Hamilton also began a 40-year career teaching college math 

at Ivy Tech, IU East and Purdue University.  His favorite class to teach was calculus for his 

Purdue engineering technology students, which included his son, Jamie. 

Mr. Hamilton’s first two years of teaching were as a math and science teacher at Dennis 

Junior High in the Richmond Community Schools. He also served as the girls track coach there for a year.  While at Dennis, 

Tom began studying for his master’s degree at Ball State University. 

Mr. Hamilton was delighted to return to teach in the Centerville-Abington Community Schools and work with what 

he considered wonderful students and faculty.  He doesn’t have retirement plans yet. 

“Life has been too busy to even think about it,” he said.  “As soon as the dust settles, I plan to do some serious 

thinking about what retirement life should look like.” 

 

Virtual art class noticed worldwide 
Switching from the traditional classroom setting to an 

online curriculum has been a major adjustment for the art 

teacher at Centerville Senior High School, but he has seen 

some “really cool” things from his school and around the state. 

 “For my classroom, I wanted my students to have the 

ability to be challenged creatively but also have the freedom 

to experiment,” said teacher Chris Evrard, adding that he knew 

his curriculum couldn’t require a specific set of art supplies.  

He met the challenge by putting together a list of 40 artistic 

prompts and posting them on social media over the past couple of months, along with a 

short video explaining each idea.   

His students viewed the videos, participated in an artistic investigation, and created 

artwork in response to the prompt or theme.  They could upload their work to social media or 

post to a classroom website.  Many other people have participated too, including parents, school staff, local business owners 

and other community members, and friends and family.  

“My own kids like seeing how their friends or neighbors interpret the themes,” Mr. Evrard said, adding that he has 

received support from the Centerville-Abington administration and from several artists he has discussed.  

“Rob Pointon is an English Artist we discussed and my favorite 

contemporary artist working 

today,” said Mr. Evrard. “He 

reached out to say thank you for a 

feature in a video.  The videos have 

also been noticed by people across 

the world, including Japan, Viet-

nam,New York and England.”  This 

includes likes by the Indiana 

Department of Education Chief 

Academic Officer, Retweets by the 

Trent Art Gallery in England, and a 

Twitter message about his art 

challenge   from the Ball State 

Teachers College. 

   Note from the art teacher 
If you or someone you know is 

interested in participating, please 

find my Facebook posts on Speak 

out Centerville or Richmond.  You 

can also find me on Twitter and 

Instagram.  Don't forget to post 

your work with the hashtag 

#evrardartchallenge.  

 

 

             Adrianna Gossett 

            Morris Gibbons 

                          Jaedyn Marshall 



 

 

 
Grade 2 favorites 

Jordan Molina’s second-

graders recently studied an acrostic 

poem that spelled explore and fol-

lowed it with a scavenger hunt. 

“Students had to find an 

item in their house that started with 

each letter and bring it back to our 

Zoom meeting,” she said.  “Students 

shared what they had found in their 

home. Letter x was a little tricky.” 

The second-graders also 

enjoyed lessons on time and three-

digit addition using an assignment 

in Google Classroom, which, 

according to Google, is a “free web 

service developed for schools that 

aims to simplify creating, distribut-

ing, and grading assignments in a 

paperless way.” 

“For each answer a student 

got correct, he or she was able to 

earn a tooth in the mouth of the 

person/creature. We did a few 

together and then students were able 

to go into Google Classroom for 

extended practice,”said Ms. Molina. 

 

Junior high continued to learn 
Eighth-graders in Tracey Crull’s business 

class didn’t let obstacles stand in the way of 

completing one of the traditional highlights of 

second semester: creating and marketing a new 

cereal.  

The students had to use materials they had 

around the house and the marketing skills they had 

learned in Introduction to Business, and Mr. Crull 

said they did a “super job.” 

Principal Sean Stevenson said junior high 

students participated in this kind of “continuous learning” for the last 

five weeks at home. The students were able to take their 1:1 devices 

home to complete the online materials. Teachers posted work to 

Schoology, a virtual learning environment, and students were given a 

week to complete assignments.  

“These assignments varied from work 

out of textbooks that would have been similar to 

what students saw in the classroom to more 

project-based work such as Mr. Crull's cereal 

box project,” said  Mr. Stevenson.  

 Several teachers held weekly Zoom 

meetings for  students who wanted to hear 

a lecture or ask teachers questions directly. 

Teachers also had office hours for students 

who needed help with assignments.  

“Overall, we believe the teachers 

and students handled the situation the best 

that they could,” said Mr. Stevenson. 

 First-grade students and teachers have 

been honing their art skills.  Teacher Mika Frame 

directed a virtual Easter art lesson. At left is some 

of the resulting artwork. Teacher Kaylin Smith 

made windmills for her students. 

First-grade teacher Alyssa Davis said 

Principal Sam Pritchard asked teachers to put 

together learning materials that would challenge 

the kids but not overwhelm them (and the parents). 

“Linda Duke, the media specialist, has 

been a huge help by sharing learning websites that 

are offering free subscriptions and attaching 

learning websites, such as Reading Eggs, Math 

Seeds, etc.,” said Mrs. Davis, adding that Junior 

Achievement even put together digital resources for 

the children. Many of the teachers have been 

teaching lessons on Facebook Live, Zoom, Raz-

kids, and other ways. Optional lessons included 

virtual field trips, directed drawings, and dance 

parties.  

First-grade artwork 

First-grade artwork 



 

What virtual learning looks like in fourth grade 
Mondays have been “Show and Tell” day for Victoria Bevins’ fourth-graders for the past couple of months. 

Students had a chance to share something like a craft they did, a new toy they got, or even a pet. 

“Then I like to throw in either a fun read-aloud with a good mental/emotional health type of focus or a quick game,” 

said Mrs. Bevins. She hosted these Zoom meetings with her class on Wednesdays and Fridays too. (Zoom is a 

videoconferencing software app that allows the class to meet virtually as a class with their teacher.) Wednesdays were 

structured more like an online class about a new topic that the students would have studied in the fourth nine weeks of 

school.  

“For example, last week we studied poetry and then students were asked to write their own poem about something 

that makes them happy,” said Mrs. Bevins. 

Fun Fridays: On Fridays, the class usually played Kahoot, a game-based learning platform. 

 “I share my screen with a Kahoot game, and they play at home on their devices,” explained Mrs. Bevins. “These 

usually cover our school's NCA grade-level vocabulary.” 

Google Classroom: Mrs. Bevins used Google Classroom to organize all assignments and links for students. Each 

day, a new post was added that was basically the day's 

agenda. In addition to a to-do list for the day, it included the 

links they needed to access them.  

“We use sites such as ReadWorks for practice with 

comprehension and short answer writing. We also use 

Edulastic to practice Math skills from this year in a more 

iLearn style format,” said Mrs. Bevins, adding that she also 

likes to use BrainPop, Flocabulary, and StudyJams. Most of 

these assignments are ones that fourth-grade teachers 

collaborated on as a team so that all fourth-grade students 

would be working on similar materials during this time. 

A favorite: One of Mrs. Bevins’ favorites has been 

her “Zoom Challenge.”  Students earned points for 

assignment completion, participation in class challenges, 

and attendance at Zoom meetings. These points accumulate 

and then students could cash them in for prizes similar to 

tickets at an arcade.  

“Prizes range from a virtual lunch with the teacher 

to audio books and candy bars, or their favorite, challenging 

me to learn and post a new TikTok,” said Mrs. Bevins. “My 

students love TikTok, so I've used the social media platform 

to connect with them. I've posted silly fun videos for them, 

as well as helpful videos that assist them in understanding 

their math assignment.” 

 

 

 

You are welcome to attend meetings of the Board of School Trustees, held on the 

second and fourth Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the Spencer Administration Building. 

You are encouraged to contact our schools if you have questions or comments. 

Office hours for corporation buildings are from 8 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. 

 

Main office administration 855-3475 

Centerville Senior High School 855-3481           Centerville Junior High School 855-5113 

Centerville-Abington Elementary School 855-5132          Rose Hamilton Elementary School 966-3911 

 


